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Dr. Lederberg:

Here's a copy of fhe paragraphs I put together
after our lunch yvesterday. If you have any
objections to the way I construed your remarks,
please give me a call by the end of the week.
Again, thanks for taking time to speak with us.
Your comments make a very valuable addition to
our regulatory coverage.

Sincerely yours,

Malee teu

Mike Hartung

Michael Hartung

Associate Editor
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Dearth of good data threatens rational regulation Labs
A T .
oratory studies that simulate the effect of toxi¢ sub-

stances on humans are raw material for nearly every
health standard that is written, yet a leading scientist
finds the research woefully inadequate., "I am dismayed
about the very nearly total irrelevance of most if the

toxicological testing that goes on jthese days,? says

and Nobel laureate. "Tgsting protocals for carcinogen
do not even reflect.whgt we know about the mechanism of
|
cancer initiation and promotion," he 'told PT. 1Im his

view, it is imperative that universities, industry%aﬁd

government agencies develop new research methodsand

disciplines to generate better scientific data which

can direct the course of future rulejmaking.
|
Recent court decisions have stressed the need forz

L . S-}vm{da«ols
government regulators to base their n L s on
demonstrated hazards and remedies. QSUA, for example,:

. i i
has seen its benzcone and lead standscds r.omanded|for ‘
' “.‘t‘ "“ e P“‘C v + } |
further evidenceliheir provisions. But s .0d data is of ten

o
>

" ply not availsble, says Lcderberg; and with government

ove oflen

reseaveh  funds ¢hrinking, the tork

on universities aud industry to do basic + ::arch on

health hazacds, "Industry, in pacticular, has a

a
opportunity to hecp its credibility cJ7}ptrnn5ih{e se

Dr. Joshua Lederberg, president of Rackefeller Universjity, N.Y.C.,
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ment of society,'" Lederberg remarks, {"and academic -2
disciplines haven't been flexible encugh to respond to -4
increasingly complex toxicological threats." -6

Under Lederberg's leadership, Rockefeller Upi- -8
versity is setting up a comparative toxicology lab to -10
investigate body mechanisms of carcinogenesis and neurop=- -12

wi T

toxicology. Researchers reportedly rely more We'd research an -14

colosy P y y industrial chemical

heavily on monitoring human reaction {to toxic chemical

exposure by testing the body's respornse to accidéntal »///
exposures.//agiy—%he—Meseeehase%%s—;as%ééufe*&%#ku#ﬁxﬂyégl;
| A

C ‘ Ii ’ rt _.’ L] ] 1 i i‘ l] »
says Tederberg, apd nseful data may be at least five \

years—away.— Despite the Reagan administration's|call

for céoperation with industry in rule-making, Leﬁer-

berg believes public opinion will more and more demand

steingent .
that semefregulatory steps be taken to control toxic

} H
Wi ured {2 b2 Suny
chemical production and disposal, peshafs needlessly

R . .
stifling inncvation and business growth.
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accident with jthe sam

rigor that in
use ‘in an ai

Accidents can jtell us

abo the limits of
J tolera s

tederberg.
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